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Earliest known portrait of Gutenberg, drawn of course from imagination. 
From copperplate engraving, published at Paris, 1584 
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Facing the World’s Greatest Need 


The Advisory Council of the American Bible So- 
ciety holds its annual session at the Bible House 


HIRTY-SEVEN men, each representing 

one of the principal denominations of the 

country, spent Wednesday, December 6, 
at the Bible House on the occasion of the 
twenty-first annual session of the Advisory 
Council of the American Bible Society. To- 
gether they comprised one of the most notable 
gatherings of religious leaders that have met 
during the year. Among them were moderators, 
presidents, clerks, and other principal officers 
of their respective communions, editors, bish- 
ops, missionary executives, and pastors; both 
ministers and laymen. 

Rev. William Barrow Pugh, D.D., stated clerk 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., was 
chosen as chairman for the day; and Rev. W. S. 
Abernethy, formerly president of the Northern 
Baptist Convention, led the devotional service. 

Some indication of the scope of the discus- 
sion is evidenced in the very subjects presented: 
The Holland Conference, New Translations and 
Versions, Pressure on Publication Funds, the 
Call of the Blind, the Demands of a Spiritually 
Needy America, Scriptures for Rising Churches 
and Seeking Multitudes. 


The morning session, broken by a brief re- 
cess, was divided into two periods during the 
first of which the group faced the desperate 
needs of the present war-racked world. Secre- 
tary North, who during the past summer at- 
tended in Holland the conference of Bible So- 
cieties (see the Bible Society Record, October 
1939), brought into focus the mounting needs 
of Scriptures for armed men, and the increasing 
difficulties faced by the Bible Societies of Great 
Britain and the Continent, not only to raise 
their support, but to transport their books to 
missionary lands. Dr. North pointed out that 
the American Bible Society must be prepared 
to come to the aid of her sister societies in solv- 
ing the problems created by the present emer- 
gency. He outlined, in addition, the continuing 
needs which the American Bible Society faces 
in its own work both in the homeland and over- 
seas. Special phases of the need were dealt with 
by Treasurer Darlington and Secretary Boyd. 

The program following the midmorning re- 
cess was entitled “The American Bible Society 
Presents a Positive Answer.” The General Sec- 

(Turn to page 12) 
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Multiply the Number 


By Francis C. Stifler 


LSEWHERE in this issue is found 
the report adopted by the Advisory 
Council of the American Bible So- 

ciety at its meeting in December at the 
Bible House. These leaders of thirty- 
seven denominations representing 165,573 
churches with 26,461,255 members went 
home believing that they must multiply 
the number of their churches which are 
giving to the Bible cause, and that they 
must multiply the 
number of individu- 
als who become per- 
sonally concerned 
about the wider 
distribution of the 
Holy Scriptures. 

This endorse- 
ment of the Socie- 
ty’s work enheart- 
ens the Board of 
Managers, who, at 
their November 
meeting, adopted a 
Forward Movement 
program by which the Society shall 
gradually but definitely increase its in- 
come over the next four years. 

Multiply the number! Multiply the 
number of pastors who realize that little 
permanent evangelism can be done 
among the forgotten people in their 
neighborhoods, without the ministry of 
the printed Word as the permanent pos- 
session of the people in the language of 
the heart and home. Multiply the num- 


the number. 
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Multiply the number. 


Multiply the Number 


The Brazil Agency, unable to meet the multiplying 


demands for Scriptures last year, asked for an in- 
crease of $8,000 in its appropriation for IQ4O. 
They were allowed an increase of $750. Multiply 


There are 37,000,000 Protestant church mem- 
bers in the United States. Only 24,000 made per- 
sonal gifts to the American Bible Society in 1939. 


ber of the churches whose people are kept 
aware of the world’s need for the Word 
of God, and whose missionary outreach 
includes the regular support of Bible 
translation, publication, and distribution. 
Multiply the number of individuals who 
prayerfully include in their personal be- 
nevolences a regular annual gift to the 
Bible cause. 

The Forward Movement of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, 
which calls for an 
annual increase in 
€achvoisthesie xt 
four years of $50,000 
from churches and 
individual donors, 
is made imperative 
because of facts 
like these: 

The number of 
people in Latin 
America who are 
eager to possess 
the Scriptures is 
rapidly multiplying. The demand for 
Turkish Scriptures is multiplying. The 
number of alert Chinese students in “Free 
China” who desire a Bible is multiplying. 
Men under arms in many a land who will 
have no Testaments unless the Bible So- 
cieties furnish them, are multiplying. 

Let Record readers do their part to 
multiply the number of those whose gifts 
will place the Scriptures in the out- 
stretched hands of a groping world. 


’ 
ye 


Page 4 


JANUARY 1940 


Johann Gutenberg, Printing, and 
the Bible 


By Margaret T. Hills 


HEN James Evans cast type from the 
lead wrappings of tea containers to 
print the first Scriptures for the Cree 
Indians, he was showing initiative and resource; 
but he was not inventing. The little mission 
press in Abaian that produced the first Scrip- 
tures for the Gilbert Islands in the Pacific was 
crude, but it had an ancestor. The great ma- 
chines in the United States that print millions 
of copies of “penny portions” and two Bibles at 
once are marvelous pieces of machinery; but all 
of these are possible, because five hundred years 
ago a German craftsman was experimenting with 
metal letters, punches, dies, ink, and presses. 
Since 1816 the American Bible Society alone 
has distributed 290,663,685 copies of the Scrip- 
tures. It is doubtful if in 1440 there were a mil- 
lion books of any kind in Europe; for such 
books as existed were all made by hand and 
were consequently expensive. If books were 
few and costly, folks did not bother to learn to 
read; and if the market for books was poor, 
why should one try to make more of them? 
The inventive genius of one man broke that 
fifteenth century circle; but other factors had 
been working to prepare the way for him. One 
was the development of paper; and the other, 
the revival of learning. Papyrus, made in 
Egypt, was no longer available in Europe, and 
the manufacture of parchment from animal 
skins was so controlled and restricted that it 
was very expensive. The manufacture of paper 
from cotton and linen had only recently been 
introduced into Europe. Course and stiff, it 
was scorned by fine bookmakers. While the 
wealthy were interested in beautiful books more 
for their art than for their contents, the desire 
for learning was spreading downward through 
society, opening people’s minds to new ideas. 
Bible translations in the languages that people 
actually spoke, rather than the schoolmen’s 
Latin, were appearing, though readers were few. 
Experiments were made with carved wooden 
blocks. These were good enough for pictures, 


TU fend tus die ad eon 


and were widely used for playing cards and pic- 
ture books. The Biblia Pauperum, or Poor- 
men’s Bible, which began to be popular about 
this time, consisted of pictures of Bible stories, 
with a few lines of explanation. The wooden 
blocks split, and the letters cracked off. Some- 
thing better was needed. However, these crude 
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A page from the Poormen’s Bible 


books helped prepare the minds and desires of 
the people for printed Bibles and other books. 

It was about 1439 or 1440 that Johann Ganse- 
fleisch, known today by his mother’s name of 
Gutenberg, began the experiments that led to 
his great contribution to world civilization— 
the invention of movable metal types and the 
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molds in which to make them. Born in Mainz 
on the Rhine, about 1400, he moved thirty years 
later to Strasbourg, where he lived for nearly 
twenty years. Most of our knowledge of his 
life comes from records in the law courts; for 
he formed several partnerships and negotiated 
a number of loans, but seems to have been so 
unsuccessful financially that most of these af- 
fairs brought him into court. He needed more 
and more money, according to one document, 
for rent, workmen’s wages, parchment, paper, 
ink, and “the work of the books.” In the 1450’s 
he lost most of his printing equipment to one 
of his ex-partners or creditors, Johann Fust, 
who later, with his son-in-law, became a famous 
printer of Mainz. Some of these associates, 
however, seem to have had great trust in the 
eventual success and value of his work, and to 
have stayed by him. 


For many years it was thought that the fa- 
mous Gutenberg Bible was his first production, 
which, considering its perfection, was astonish- 
ing. It now has been proved that he began on 
far less ambitious projects. Perhaps the first 
was a very popular long German poem on the 
“World Judgment,” possibly printed in Stras- 
bourg, and one page of which is now in the 
Gutenberg Museum in Mainz. Then came the 
Latin grammar, called the Donatus, from the 
name of its author, of which at least sixteen 
editions were printed. These and other scraps 
of printing show that he was experimenting 
and improving his types. The first dated piece 
of printing is an indulgence, dated 1454, granted 
for contributions to the Pope’s fund for a cam- 
paign against the Turks, who had captured 
Constantinople in 1453. 

About this time Gutenberg must have been at 
work on the Latin Bible, called the 42-line Bible 
to distinguish it from a 36-line Latin Bible, 
printed a few years later by another printer, but 
with a type that was evidently in existence be- 
fore the type for the 42-line Bible was all 
worked out. Perhaps Gutenberg did not actu- 
ally print this famous Bible, but it seems cer- 
tain that it was printed from his type and prob- 
ably under his direction. It has no title page, 
date, printer or place of printing, but on a copy 
now in the Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris 
there is a note to the effect that Heinrich Cre- 
mer, vicar of a church in Mainz, finished the 
rubrication and binding of the two volumes on 
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The Gutenberg Bible in the Library of Congress 


August 15, 1456. There are now some forty 
copies of this famous Bible, mostly owned by 
institutional libraries. When a copy comes up 
for sale, it brings a tremendous price, because 
this is the first book of any real size to be 
printed, the first printed Bible and one of the 
finest pieces of printing that man has yet pro- 
duced. 


How interesting it would be if we had some 
fuller account of the life and thoughts of this 
man; for, although improvements have been 
made since the middle of the fifteenth century, 
the essential processes of printing are still 
those that Johann Gutenberg worked out be- 
tween lawsuits. 


After this first Bible came books,—and more 
books,—all kinds. But that book which was the 
first of any size to which the art of printing 
was devoted, is now the most printed book. 
During the fifty years before 1500, Scriptures 
had been printed in 14 languages. In Latin 
alone there were 119 editions, and in German 15. 
Other books were pouring from the presses in 
France, Italy, Germany, and the Low Countries. 
People were learning to read; knowledge was 
growing. Adventurers sailed around the world 
and wrote volumes about their journeys. With 
this new medium of exchanging ideas, the num- 
ber of ideas to be exchanged grew. In the next 
hundred years, as readers increased, Scriptures 
in 26 more languages appeared, and meanwhile 
scores of editions as well; so that in the second 
part of the sixteenth century Latin, Greek, He- 
brew, German, French, and English Bibles and 
Testaments were common, compared to the few 
manuscript copies of a hundred and fifty years 
before. 
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The printing press followed the settlers to the 
New World; to Mexico with the Spaniards in 
1539. Three hundred years ago there was 
printed in Cambridge, Massachusetts, the Bay 
Psalter, the first book printed in the English 
colonies, followed in 1661 and 1663 by the whole 
Bible in the language of the Indians of Massa- 
chusetts, the first Bible printed in the Western 
Hemisphere. The printing press and the mis- 


The Chinese typesetter works from huge cases 


sionaries marched across the country together. 
The Cherokee Scriptures were printed in Geor- 
gia on a press owned and managed by Indians, 
purchased through a mission, in 1829. Mission- 
aries moved into the Pacific Islands, and in 1818 
St. Luke was printed in Tahitian at the island 
press of the London Missionary Society, the 
first part of the Bible to appear in a language 
of the Pacific Islands. Little hand presses fol- 
lowed the missionaries from island to island, 
printing schoolbooks and tentative editions of 
the Scriptures. The same thing was happening 
in Africa—the Malagasy and the Chuana Scrip- 
tures leading the way. Now there are busy 
modern printing plants at work producing mis- 
sion literature in Nigeria, Rhodesia, the Cam- 
eroons, and Belgian Congo, although most of 
the Bibles, Testaments and Gospels are printed 
in the larger plants in Europe. In China and 
Japan, where printing had originated before 
Gutenberg invented it in Europe, but where it 
had fallen behind, the first Scriptures were 
printed from hand-carved wooden blocks. How- 
ever, it was not long before metal type had been 
cast for the myriad Chinese and Japanese char- 
acters, and their use for efficient printing de- 
veloped. A page of the Chinese pulpit Bible is 
almost as beautiful as a page of the Gutenberg 
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Bible. Now parts of the Bible have been 
printed in more than 1,000 of the languages and 


dialects of the world. 


Meanwhile the followers of Gutenberg in Eu- 
rope were perfecting his work, and among the 
finest productions of most of the famous presses 
are beautiful editions of the Bible. I should 
like to take that old German printer into the 
Library of Congress in Washington, and show 
him the case in which is kept the magnificent 
copy of his Bible, for which the United States 
Government paid far more than he had spent in 
all his experiments. Then I should like to show 
him the library of the American Bible Society 
in New York, with its shelf after shelf of Bibles 
—the two leaves from his Bible and the thou- 
sands and thousands of Bibles, Testaments, and 
other Scriptures printed in more than 800 lan- 
guages, and not only from shops in most of the 
cities of Europe, but hundreds of places “not 
yet born” in the middle of the fifteenth century. 
His years of experiments, discouragements, and 
successes have made possible printed matter 
that has brought joy and sorrow, trouble and 
discord, love and hatred into the world; but, in 
all these five hundred years, of no other book 
have so many copies poured from the presses 
as of the Bible, bringing peace and comfort to 
people living in the far corners of the earth. 
For once the printing press was started, “of the 
making of books there is no end,”—of the Book 
that speaks to “each in his own tongue.” 


A small section of one of the great presses—located in 
Chicago—on which the American Bible Society's 
thirty-cent Bible is printed, cut, and folded 
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Bibles before Gutenberg 


By James Oscar Boyd 
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ISTORY,” writes Professor Kaehler, 
“has written in shining letters on the 
forefront of the Bible: ‘This is Man- 

kind’s Book.’” But there are two ways in which 

this book has shown itself the book of humanity. 

First, it is the book of the peoples; and second, 
it is the book of the people. Last year’s cele- 

bration of the “Book of a Thousand Tongues” 

was the recognition of the first of those two 
facts: peoples speaking over a thousand lan- 
guages have now received a substantial part of 
this book. But history is eloquent of the other 
fact: that the Bible is as truly the book of the 
people—all the people,—not just of an upper 
crust of the learned, the wealthy or the noble. 

What this means for the history of both Chris- 

tianity and culture is of the utmost importance. 

There are two periods when the Bible has 
been widely diffused among the common people, 
separated by a long period when it was re- 
stricted to a very few readers. The invention 
of printing by movable types, in the middle of 
the fifteenth century, marks the beginning of 
the second period of popular possession and use 
of the Scriptures. Roughly, a thousand years 
separate Gutenberg’s day from the age when 
the other—the earlier—diffusion of the Bible 
among the people hastened to its close amidst 
the incursions of the Barbarians into the Roman 
Empire. It is far too seldom recognized that 
there actually was a long period—centuries long 
—when the Bible was a personal and household 
possession, a beloved object of daily use, all 
over the ancient Mediterranean world. But the 
researches of Professor Harnack and others 
have at length corrected the common notion 
that until the invention of printing, Bibles were 
rare, as during the Dark Ages. 

The first thing we think of, when told this 
surprising fact, is the difficulty involved: how 
could the requisite number of volumes be pro- 
duced, when all had to be copied out by hand, 
word by word, letter by letter? And how could 
the poor man—such, to be sure, were always the 
great bulk of the Christian community—afford 
the very considerable sum of money that such 
a manuscript Bible necessarily cost? 


The late Dr. Warfield, who made this the sub- 

ject of his important paper read at the Ameri- 
can Bible Society’s Centennial celebration, and 
printed in the Bible Society Record for Novem- 
ber and December 1915, writes: “We lack ma- 
terials for tracing in detail the processes by 
which the requisite supply of Bibles was pro- 
duced. We can only note with wonder the fact 
that the miracle was wrought. The publishing 
trade was highly developed and most efficient, 
and no doubt it knew how to take advantage of 
so great a demand. In the fourth century we 
see the publishers ‘taking up’ popular Christian 
books with the most businesslike avidity, and 
‘pushing’ them with a vigor which the most 
energetic modern publisher could scarcely sur- 
pass. There has even come down tous...a 
‘list’ of a ‘Bible House,’ containing information 
designed to protect the purchaser from the 
wiles of too enterprising booksellers. Pious 
persons gave themselves to the work of copying 
the Scriptures, and this came to be the chief 
occupation of ascetics. Good men had Bibles 
made for them to present to the needy. 
No doubt, especially in the earliest days of ‘ne 
faith, many zealous believers wrote out the 
Bible, or parts of it, with their own hands that 
they might possess copies of their own. : 
In an age of decaying education, the church 
‘became the great elementary schoolmistress of 
the Greeks and Romans.’ By its demand that 
the Bible should be read by all ranks and classes 
and sexes and ages, the church introduced the 
principle of universal education into the world, 
and advanced far toward making it a realized 
fact. . . . Has there ever been a greater revolu- 
tion wrought in the intellectual history of the 
race?” 

Alas, this promising movement had to end be- 
cause of profound changes in the very nature 
of the common people. With the eruption of 
the hordes from the north of Europe and from 
Asia, the church lost its Bible-reading masses. 
Where one Latin version sufficed for all the 
West, and a few versions in Syriac, Coptic, etc., 
besides the original Greek, for the East, there 
would now be needed a host of versions in 
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tongues which as yet had not even an alphabet 
or any written speech. Thus “began a long pe- 
riod of schism between the church and the peo- 
ple. . . . Little was done to close the constantly 
widening gulf. Rather, new theories, running 
directly athwart all previous Christian feeling 
and practice, were invented to justify it. The 
people could not be trusted with the Scriptures. 
The uncouth speech of the people was incapable 
of receiving and reproducing their sacred con- 
tents. The Latin language was holy, and its 
sounds fell with sacramental effect upon the 
We appropriately call these sombre years 
the Dark Ages.” A French scholar, M. Berger, 
who has made a special study of the matter, 
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tells us that even the cheapest Bible about the 
time of Dante cost seventy-five dollars in our 
money, and the common price ran to about three 
hundred dollars. The poor man, of course, 
could not have a Bible, and commonly lived and 
died without ever having seen a copy. Nor 
could he read one if he had it. 

Such is the background of Gutenberg’s inven- 
tion. From such a state the common Christian 
was awakened by having restored to him and 
his children the ancient heritage of the early 
church: a family Bible, as well as an open ver- 
nacular Bible in church, read and expounded. 
It was at once the root and the fruit of the 
Reformation. 


~The Gospels in Aymara 


How Quakers, Methodists, and Baptists are working together 
in Bolivia to translate the Scriptures for their Indian neighbors 


By John Ritchie 


people who live on and near the shores 

of Lake Titicaca (12,500 feet above sea 
level), and in the northern region of the Bo- 
livian Andes. It has been seriously sustained 
in a learned book that Aymara was the language 
of the garden of Eden! Many students of these 
subjects are persuaded that it prevailed in the 
Andes before the Quechua, the language of the 
Inca empire. 

In 1825, after several wonderful years of 
pioneering in South America, James Thomson 
noticed in a London bus a dark-skinned gentle- 
man with the characteristic features of these 
regions. He drew him into conversation, and 
found that the stranger was a well-educated 
Bolivian, whose native language was Aymara. 
An interview at the Bible House in London was 
arranged, and as a result Dr. Vicente Pazos 
Kanki made a translation of the Gospel of St. 
Luke. This was published by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, but does not now meet 
the need. 

Just about a century after that first Aymara 
translation, the American Bible Society ar- 
ranged for a translation into Aymara of the 
four Gospels and Acts, which was duly carried 


\ YMARA is the language of about 800,000 


out. Mark’s Gospel was printed and circulated 
so as to test out the work. While it became 
evident that a revision should be made before 
publishing the other Gospels, an insistent call 
for them was awakened by the circulation of 
Mark. The revision required should be more 
in the language of the common people, and take 
into account the variations in the speech from 
one district to another. A representative group 
was required to make such a revision. 

In June of last year a committee started work 
at the farm of the Canadian Baptist Mission on 
the shores of Lake Titicaca. The group repre- 


The Aymara Revision Committee 
Left to right: 


G. Tamplin. 


z Felix Hermosa, Sefiora Hermosa, Ecoldstico Vall 
Juan Ayllén, Fernando Choque, Cleto Zambrana, Jean L. Pyper, Rev. 
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sented four different bodies at work in Bolivia 
and Peru. The chairman, Rev. Carroll G. 
Tamplin, of the Oregon Yearly Meeting of 
Friends, has given unstintingly of his time, 
strength, and resources, and to him is in great 
part due the success which has crowned the 
effort. But others shared worthily in the honor. 
Besides providing the facilities of the farm, the 
Canadian Baptists loaned Sefior Fernando 
Choque, a valued native worker, and Nurse 
Jean Pyper; while Rev. H. S. Hillyer, their 
busy pastor in La Paz, helped with his scholar- 
ship. The Methodist Mission loaned Sefior 
Cleto Zambrana, one of their esteemed Aymara 
workers. The Friends loaned Sefior Felix Her- 
mosa and his wife, who is a more than usually 
capable typist. Sefior Juan Ayllon of the same 
mission was brought back from Guatemala, and 
thoroughly justified the outlay. From Peru 
came Sefior Escolastico Valladarez, connected 
with the Irish Baptist Mission there. 

The procedure was planned and the work 
carried out with great care. Attention has been 
given to the accuracy of the idiomatic expres- 
sions employed, and fidelity to the Greek text; 
to literary style including simplicity and dig- 
nity of expression; to spelling, purity of 
vocabulary, and punctuation. Through all, the 
aim has been to set forth the gospel text in 
language which will be readily understood by 
the common man. 

The chairman of the committee was appointed 
official reader, and it was part of his duty to 
consult dictionaries, Greek versions and con- 
cordances, and English and Spanish versions, 
and submit his findings. Each session was 
begun and ended with prayer. Each member of 
the committee had before him a copy of the 
translation to be revised. The reader would 
slowly read the Spanish text of the clauses to 
be dealt with, calling the capital letters and the 
punctuation marks as he proceeded. After each 
stop the Aymara reader read the corresponding 
phrases in the translation. The other members 
kept check and gave their view if there seemed 
need for change. 

That the maximum of accuracy might be at- 
tained, one member of the committee was offi- 
cially appointed to note the approved correc- 
tions in red ink on the margin of his copy of 
the translation. Other members made notes also 
on their copies. When a whole sheet was com- 
pleted, it was passed to a duly appointed mem- 
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ber, whose duty was to see that all the correc- 
tions had been noted. At the close of the day 
the corrected sheets of manuscript were turned 
over to the stenographer, who made four new 
copies. The last hour of each day was given by 
the committee to the study and revision of this 
draft. Typographical errors, and any other 
corrections were noted on his copy by the ap- 
pointed reviser. This corrected draft was next 
copied by the stenographer, and one half day 
each Saturday was given to the final check of 
this manuscript, which was then safely put 
away to be forwarded to the American Bible 
Society for expert examination, approval, and 
printing. 

The search for words, as always in such 
translations, has been one of the major factors, 
and one of the most enriching to those sharing 
in the work. Among the words for which no 
suitable translation could be found in use in 
Aymara were: to bless, to earn, to win, to save, 
to sanctify, to be able, poor, lack, need, possible, 
security, oath, justice, angel, Satan, God, 
heaven, hell, jail, soldier, war, purity, Redeemer. 
In some cases the Aymara word has been lost, 
but apparently the language never had a word 
for some of these concepts. 

It is of interest in this connection to note 
that the greatest demand for the Scriptures in 
these last years anywhere in the Andean region 
has been in the Aymara-speaking district of 
Bolivia. A considerable circulation is therefore 
to be expected when the Gospels are offered to 
these people in their native language. 


A New Translation in the 
Philippines 


INCE the American occupation of the 

Philippine Islands forty years ago the 
whole Bible has been translated into eight of 
the languages spoken there. There have just 
come from the Society’s Agency in Manila the 
samples of the first printing of the first Scrip- 
ture volume to be published in a 15th language 
to receive the Scriptures. It is the Gospel of 
St. John in the Cuyono dialect spoken by 75,000 
people living on the island of Palawan on the 
western edge of the archipelago. The work has 
been done under the direction of Dr. Paul 
Gamber Culley of the Association of Baptists 
for World Evangelism. 
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The Colporteur Spirit 


In his report to Secretary Franklin of the Thailand (Siam) Agency a pastor-colporteur 

opens the doors of his heart in a way that reveals the distinction between the ordi- 

nary seller of books, or even of Bibles, and the colporteur who embodies the mis- 
sionary spirit which created and sustains the American Bible Society 


with the American Bible Society in Siam. 

When I was a student in the Bangkok 
Christian College, and later when I was acting 
pastor of the Second Church of Bangkok, I sold 
and distributed great numbers of Scripture por- 
tions and Testaments without any care about 
making reports to the Society. I thought a re- 
port was not important. 

When I went to work with the Bible Society 
as a regular colporteur for four and a half 
years, I had to compel myself to give a careful 
report to the office in Bangkok every month. It 
was then that I began to think of the “report” 
as the most important thing in my monthly 
work. I set my eye on a big, big sale every 
month, and wanted to send in to the office a 
wonderful monthly account to show that I could 
really sell. 

But in all this I found no real happiness. I 
was not satisfied with the work I had done. Yes, 
I could sell and sold more than any other col- 
porteur in Bangkok; but I felt that my work 
was shallow. 


A hee is the fifth year that I have worked 


Then a year and a half ago I became pastor 
of the Trang Church in South Siam, with the 
agreement to continue part-time work as a col- 
porteur. Still I was not happy; my work had 
very little power, but there was a growing de- 
sire in my heart to be of more real help to those 
about me. One day I heard that Dr. John Sung, 
a noted evangelist from China, was coming to 
Bangkok. I determined to go and hear him; 
for my heart was hungry for spiritual food. I 
realized that I needed to hear someone else 
preach the Word to me; for I had preached to 
others so long. Thank God, I got the blessing 
from Dr. Sung’s meetings for which my soul 
had been longing. God opened my eyes, and I 
have come to see his wonderful love in a new 
and more helpful way. The cross has come to 
have for me a new and powerful meaning. I 
got a new attitude toward Bible reading and 
Bible study. I invited Dr. Sung to come to 


southern Thailand 


Trang. He came, and through him God has 
poured out a mighty blessing upon all the peo- 
ple of this city. The Trang Church is on fire 
for God. The church has been packed with 
people every Sunday since. Every church mem- 
ber brings his Testament to every service. Each 
Sunday morning I read a chapter from the Old 
Testament, and then the congregation reads a 
chapter of the New Testament with me. How I 
wish all the people could have a complete Bible! 
but I know it will be a long time before that 
wish can be satisfied. We are feeding on the 
Word of God as never before, and as a result 
last Sunday sixteen women and five men were 
baptized, twenty baptized children professed 
their faith in Jesus Christ, and all united with 
the church. Two backsliders came in the church 
and confessed their sins. One of the old mis- 
sionaries said he had never seen anything like 
this ingathering before. 

Now I have an entirely new attitude toward 
Scripture distribution. At first, I did not think 
it necessary to make any report to the A.B:S. of 
Scriptures distributed. Then later I came to 
look on the report as the major part of my work; 
but now I am looking for the souls that may be 


Distributing Scriptures along the jungle roads of | 
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won through the careful and prayerful distribu- 
tion of this holy book. It is no longer the num- 
ber of copies sold, but the number of men and 
women and boys and girls brought to accept the 
Saviour of the Word as their personal Saviour. 
As I have looked for souls, I have found no 
difficulty in introducing them to the Word— 
they are hungry for it, and more Bibles and 
‘Testaments have been sold in Trang in the last 
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few weeks than in any year before. We have 
organized 23 bands to go out to witness for 
Christ at least once a week. These bands con- 
sist of three or four members, and wherever 
they go, they carry Scripture portions with 
them, and God is using his Word in a wonder- 
ful way to bring the people to him. Passion for 
souls must be the first aim of every colporteur, 
and the Lord will provide the making of sales. 


Modern St. Pauls Record Their “Acts” 


N the Republic of Greece the Society’s 
I Agency employed ten colporteurs during 

1938. They carry the spirit of their Master 
wherever they go. “Your colporteur,” wrote a 
village school teacher to Mr. George Kaldis, the 
Society’s subagent in Athens, “is an inesti- 
mable comforter to the afflicted. By his hu- 
mility and spirituality he has completely capti- 
vated me, and I myself shall henceforward try 
to spread the Holy Scriptures.” 

The report of Colporteur Katsoulis has about 
it the flavor of Acts 20. He writes: 

“Early in the year, I was in the beautiful 
island of Samos. The blessing of the Lord in 
the whole island was bountiful. Many people 
in groups heard his Word, and a great number 
bought Bibles and portions. Men formerly re- 
viling the Word listened attentively to its lofty 
truths, and, not only stopped reviling, but also 
bought a New Testament. Such people would 
own that they have never before read the New 
Testament, from beginning to end. Leaving 
Samos, I went to the island of Chios, where I 
worked both in the town and in the villages 
with satisfactory results. While at Chios I 
visited the leper colony. I spoke to them of 
God’s boundless love. They listened atten- 
tively, and at the end all who could read bought 
Testaments. 

“From Chios I proceeded to Mytilene. In 
this island I had also worked in 1936 with much 
blessing. At a private house in the capital a 
small group of men and women meet together 
to read from the Scriptures. Having finished 
all the villages to which I had not been on my 
previous visit, I left for Lemnos.” 


Colporteur Geyannakis writes: 

“A journalist was telling me one day, that he 
was successful in averting four suicides of 
young people through having persuaded them 
to get a Bible. 

“While speaking to a small group of villagers, 
a woman got up and said: ‘I am now fifty-five 
years old, and never before heard such words.’ 


“A teacher of a school I visited told his 
pupils: ‘This man who has come to see us is 
really sent from God; he brings us the best 
book in the world. He belongs to a society 
which was founded to fulfil the commandment 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who said, “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations,” and here he is 
bringing the Bible to us at a very low price 
accessible to all.’ He spoke highly of our work 
to other people also, many of whom obtained 
Bibles.” 


The Society’s depot in the New Testament city 
of Thessalonika 
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(Continued from page 2) 


retaries, supplemented by statements by Secre- 
taries Stifler and Betts, in this period laid 
before the Council the Forward Movement pro- 
gram about which more may be found on page 
3 of this issue. 


The noontime devotional period was led by 
the Reverend Mark A. Dawber, D.D., secretary 
of the Home Missions Council, who brought a 
vivid picture of the Scripture needs of various 
neglected groups in the homeland. 

At luncheon, Vice President Frank H. Mann 
brought the greetings of the Society to the 
Council members, and presented General Secre- 
tary Cropp, who introduced each of the mem- 
bers of the Council. Mr. F. Lyman MacCallum, 
the Society’s agent in Istanbul, home on fur- 
lough, spoke briefly; and Dr. North showed 
moving pictures of the Society’s work. 


The afternoon session was held jointly with 
the Budget Committee of the Board of Man- 
agers, reviewing the proposed budget of the 
Society for 1940, presented briefly on another 
page of this issue, and adopted the following 
day by the Board of Managers. 


The Council meeting was given unique pub- 
licity by an interview entitled “The Turk Looks 
West,” given over the Station WNYC by Mr. 
MacCallum during the morning. 


At the close of the session the Findings Com- 
mittee presented the following report, which 
was adopted by the Council: 


The day’s program has brought us much engrossing 
information, which has been humbling as well as 
deeply inspiring. In the face of new opportunities 
and growing needs, we feel the inadequacy of our own 
strength. Only to the extent that the Lord Jesus 
Christ becomes our companion, and service of him 
our passion, can we effectually go forward. 


We are called to service at a time when literacy is 
increasing, population is increasing, need for the Bible 
is increasing, and a desire to search the Scriptures is 
increasing in a multitude of fields. To reach the heart, 
Holy Writ should be available in every mother tongue. 
We congratulate the American Bible Society in its 
progress toward making this possible. 


Here, within the United States, thousands of local 
churches remain insufficiently supplied with copies of 
the Scriptures. Millions of homes contain no copy 
of even Bible portions. Particularly among shifting 
migrants of America, sharecroppers on plantations, 
underprivileged in the mountains, and expanding In- 
dian tribes, we wish it were possible to meet the 
unfilled requests. This is also true in regard to 
urgent calls for more Scriptures in Spanish and 
Portuguese for Latin America, and in war-torn China. 


We heartily commend the Society for its plans for 
close and thorough cooperation with the Bible So- 
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cieties of Europe. The present war, as is true of 
every war, is increasing the demands for copies of 
the Scriptures. Not only is there an insistent call 
for more copies for distribution in war areas, but our 
American Society has a responsibility to help main- 
tain the indispensable work of the Bible Societies of 
the British Isles and the Continent in the wider fields 
in mission lands; for loss of income by reason of the 
war may unfortunately threaten their great service. 

We commend and pledge support to the Society’s 
Forward Movement plan seeking greatly increased 
gifts from living donors, both churches and _ indi- 
viduals. Surely, a minimum contribution of one 
dollar can be made by every local church. 

In every good work the Society may expect the 
prayers and interest of the Advisory Council through 
the coming year. 


The denominations represented and their dele- 
gates were: 


Denomination Representative 
Advent Christian) sean ase Rev. C. H. Hewitt 
Adventists, Seventh-day ......... Rev. W. E. Howell 
Assemblies of God ...... Rev. Stanley H. Frodsham 
National Baptist Convention ....Rev. O. C. Maxwell 
Northern) Baptist) 2 eee Rev. Wm. S. Abernethy 
Seventh-day Baptist ...... Rev. Herbert C. Van Horn 
Southern Baptist) se scrote Rev. Hight C. Moore 
Church of the Brethren ........ Rev. M. J. Brougher 
Congregational and Christian ..Rev. Oscar E. Maurer 
ChurchtotsGodas. eet Rev. Homer A. Tomlinson 


Churches of God (Gen. Eldership) . Rev. W. E. Turner 
Disciples of Christ .............Rev. Graham Frank 


Hvangelicaleeaqeacd: ace econ Mr. Roy H. Stetler 
Evangelical and Reformed ...Rev. Geo. W. Richards 
American lutheran. eee ee Rev. W. E. Schuette 
Augustana Lutheran .......... Rev. Felix V. Hanson 
Missouri Synod Lutheran ...... Rev. Adolf F. Meyer 
Norwegian Lutheran ............ Rev. J. A. Aasgaard 
UnitedyLutherant eee eee Mr. Harry Hodges 
Mennonites... a fe ores Rev. John R. Mumaw 
Methodist Episcopal ........ Rev. James V. Claypool 
Methodist Episcopal, South ....Mr. M. E. Sweet, Jr. 
Hrees Wethodis taser: taceeernet Rev. C. Adam Kress 


Wesleyan Methodist Connection ....Rev. F. R. Eddy 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion, Bishop L. W. Kyles 
Colored Methodist Episcopal ..Bishop C. H. Phillips 
Moravian Church, Northern Province. Rev. S. H. Gapp 
Presbyterian, U. S. Al ..%...- Rev. Wm. Barrow Pugh 
Presbyterian Ui Someones Rev. John A. MacLean 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian. Rev. Ernest N. Orr 
Reformed Presbyterian (Covenant.) . Rev. S. E. Greer 
United Presbyterian ............Rev. O. H. Milligan 


Protestant Episcopal ......... Rev. Henry Darlington 
Reformed Episcopal ......... Rev. Telford S. Russell 
Christiane erornied seen terre Rev. John Beebe 
Reformed in America ...... Rev. Harold W. Schenck 
United’ Brethrenmas. eee Rev. D. T. Gregory 


Representatives of seven denominations were 
prevented from attending: 


Christian and Missionary Alliance. Rev. H. M. Shuman 
Evangelical Congregational ....Bishop C. H. Mengel 
Friendsiieee cs se ae eee Mr. Arlando Marine 
Primitive ilethodistin. eee Rev. Wesley Boyd 
African Methodist Episcopal . Bishop Monroe H. Davis 
Moravian Church, South. Prov. ..Rt. Rev. J. K. Pfohl 
Cumberland Presbyterian ......... Rev. D. W. Fooks 


St. Louis, Missouri, on May 16, 1936, when 

Dr. George A. Campbell (left), pastor of 
the Union Avenue Christian Church, handed to 
Dr. Ivan Lee Holt, president of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
a Bible and log book which have since com- 
pleted a trip around the world by the hands of 
Christian men and women, the log book pre- 
serving, in the handwriting of many Christian 
leaders and world travelers, the story of the 
Bible’s interesting journey. Dr. Holt handed 
the book in New York City to Dr. Robert M. 
Hopkins, a member of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society, just as he was 
leaving for the great meeting of the World’s 
Sunday School Convention in Oslo, Norway. 
The book was used in the opening devotional 
session of the Oslo Convention, and later taken 
by Dr. J. R. Brewster, a missionary of the 
American Board, to Athens. At Athens it fell 
into the hands of Japan’s foremost Christian, 
Toyohiko Kagawa, who took it to Istanbul, Tur- 
key, where he was to make an address at the one 
hundredth anniversary celebration of the found- 
ing of the Levant Agency (now called Bible 
Lands, North) of the American Bible Society. 
Mr. F. Lyman MacCallum, the Society’s agent 
there, recorded in the Bible’s log that there are 


Ts accompanying picture was taken in 
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A. Messenger 
of Unity 
and Peace 


in the New Testament 140 references to points 
located in the present geographical area of Tur- 
key. The Bible was carried through Palestine 
by Henri Clavier, a teacher of New Testament 
on the Faculty of Theology at Montpellier, 
France, who recorded in the log that he had 
“taken this Bible and on the shore of the Lake 
of Genezareth read aloud the call of the dis- 
ciples and the beatitudes.” One of those who 
signed the log was the pastor of the Christian 
Church in Nazareth. Ona side trip from Cairo 
through the heart of Africa, the log was signed 
by some Christian lepers, who added the sub- 
script “no danger of contagion.” 

The Bible was present at the notable meeting 
of the International Missionary Council at 
Madras, India, later visiting the Straits Settle- 
ments, China, and Japan. The custodian of the 
book across the Pacific was W. D. Herrstrom, 
a world traveler, who, before he returned it to 
the Men’s Bible Class of the Union Avenue 
Christian Church in St. Louis, took it to his 
home in Akron, Ohio, and later to Jamestown, 
New York; Waterloo, Iowa; Rochester, Min- 
nesota, and Kansas City, Kansas. 

Although the whole procedure may seem like 
a sentimental gesture of little practical value, it 
nevertheless throws light on a pertinent remark 
which Mr. Herrstrom makes in his entry in the 
log book: “My observations in a 40,000-mile 
tour around the world convinces me that where 
the Word of God is known, honored, and re- 
spected, there is usually peace, progress and 
prosperity. Where the Word of God is not 
known, honored and respected, there is igno- 
rance, superstition, poverty, and physical, men- 
tal, moral, and spiritual degeneracy. If I were 
to answer in a word the question ‘What is 
wrong with the world?’ I should say, ‘The 
world needs Christ.’ ” 
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A Measuring Rod of the Bible 


Societies 


the September issue of The Korea Mis- 

sion Field, offers a new measuring rod 
for the value of the Bible Society movement in 
the record of Christian missions. He says: 


R: JOHN Y. CROTHERS, writing in 


“From the time the Bible was first written, it 
was copied laboriously by hand, sometimes be- 
ing done exquisitely on costly parchment; but, 
in spite of meticulous care, many errors crept 
into the text in the course of the centuries. 
Even in New Testament times each synagogue 
had its rolls; but not till after the invention of 
printing could family and individual Bibles be- 
come common. When the Bible was first printed 
in 1456, in Latin, it existed in whole or in part 
in 33 languages. Since New Testament times, 
a new version has appeared every 45 years. 

“It was only natural that after the invention 
of printing and the revival of learning, the 
Reformation and the discovery of the New 
World, the translation of the Bible should pro- 
ceed more rapidly; and so it was. But still for 
the next three and one half centuries progress 
was slow. It was 105 years after the first Bible 
was printed before it appeared in printed form 
in 33 languages. The next 105 years added only 
18 more; and the third 105 years only 13 more 
languages. From the printing of the first Bible 
to the organization of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society (which was the first Bible Society 
to be organized) was 348 years, and during that 
time the Bible was printed in 72 tongues. 

“Now, let us see how translation proceeded 


after the formation of the Bible Society. More 
recently, there have been only two years in 135, 
in which the Bible was not printed in a new lan- 
guage—in 1813 and 1851. The highest number 
of new languages in one year was 21 in the year 
1860. The Civil War in America caused hard 
times in England, and may have caused the drop 
in the rate. The next highest number is 18, 
reached three times—in 1915, 1926, and 1935. In 
the period before printing there were two new 
translations in every 90 years. After printing 
and before the Bible Society, there were 10 
translations in each 90 years. In the 90 years 
ending in 1938 there were 803 translations; so 
that during this 90 years the work went forward 
80 times as fast as in the period before the Bible 
Society, and 400 times as fast as _ before 
printing. 

The details of this fascinating study may be 
found, together with facsimile pages, from the 
more than one thousand languages into which 
some portion of the Bible has been translated, 
and much interesting historical material, in 
“The Book of a Thousand Tongues” recently 
compiled by Secretary North and for sale at 
cost by the American Bible Society. It is a 
book that every Bible student and student of 
missions should have in his library, and an in- 
valuable addition to the equipment of every 
Sunday school. Orders should be sent to Amer- 
ican Bible Society, Park Avenue and 57th Street, 
New York City, accompanied by remittance of 
$2.50, the prepaid price. 


Faith and Figures 


EXT October missionaries in various 
| \ parts of Latin America will write to one 

and another of the Society’s offices in 
six busy cities and say: “We are practically 
out of Bibles, and our autumn campaign is 
ahead of us. Can you not send us a supply?” 
And one after another the Secretaries will re- 
ply: “We have only a few on hand, and those 


are already spoken for; we cannot send you any 
till next year.” The same thing will happen in 
some other lands. There will be countless little 
villages in Japan, Thailand, and the Philippines 
where people who have already waited long for 
the return of the man with the Book, will have 
to wait another year. 

Here, in the homeland, there are refugees, 
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mountain folk, sharecroppers, forgotten people 
in penitentiaries, sanitariums, and old people’s 
homes to whom a Bible or a Testament would be 
inexpressibly precious, and whose best hope of 
getting one is from the hand of an agent of the 
American Bible Society, but many of whom will 
have to go without one during 1940. 


Before 1940 has closed, the personnel of our 
Army and Navy will be greatly increased, 
though, we fervently pray, not at war. There 
will be need for thousands of Testaments for 
these young men. 


With the prolonging of the wars abroad, the 
great Bible Societies of Britain and the Con- 
tinent will be unable to continue their full min- 
istries to the waiting peoples of Africa, the 
islands, and the Far East. The American Bible 
Society must come to their aid. 


These are some of the thoughts that were be- 
fore the Secretaries at the Bible House, the 
Committees on Foreign Agencies, National Dis- 
tribution, Ways and Means, the Budget Com- 
mittee, and the Board as they faced the world’s 
need and the Society’s resources with a view to 
building the Society’s budget for 1940. 

Budget making, be it for a girl at boarding 
school watching her pennies or a world-girdling 
missionary organization like the Bible Society, 
is an act of faith—faith in God’s purposes, and 
faith in men and women. 


A study of the simple table of figures below 
will reveal that there are but two places where 
income can be greatly increased; namely, from 
churches and individuals, the two top figures in 
the columns. All other items—those from lega- 
cies, investments, annuities, and special funds— 
must remain about the same from year to year. 


We rejoice to record that the total estimated 
income for 1940, not counting the income from 
sales which, it is estimated, will be offset by the 
cost of publication, is almost $11,000 more than 
last year. This is less than two percent increase 
available in the face of asked increases of 
twenty-five percent, which represented con- 
servative studies made by the foreign agents as 
they face, in most instances, more promising 
opportunities for the effective distribution of 
the Scriptures than at any time in their years 
of service. 

The Society’s Forward Movement, planned to 
cover the next four years, predicates much 
larger income than the figures below indicate. 
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If every Record reader who makes an annual 
gift of five dollars or less should double his 
gift in 1940 as an act of recognition of the 
world’s need of the Bible, the hopes of the ad- 
vance for 1940 would be met. The Society’s 
officers have faith that Bible-loving Americans 
will respond generously. 

Below is given in briefest possible form a 
statement of the estimated income and expendi- 
tures for 1940, with comparative figures for the 
last two years. 


Budget Estimates of Income, 1939 and 1940 
Receipts Budget Budget 


From General Sources 1938 1939 1940 
Giftsibys Chiurchesmeerrareinetaeeeriar $114,588 $115,000 $117,000 
Girtsbyarlncivé dials mere eter 105,618 106,500 115,000 
Gifts of Auxiliary Bible Societies .. 14,969 14,000 14,000 
Income of Trust Funds and other 

UNS: cesses Si dus ever tolelotero tie cencieiee oe 125,993 130,000 125,000 
Legacies applied to Budget ....... 130,000 130,000 130,000 
Proceeds of Annuities applied to 

Budget 7airscv ie oa ieussnae sissies 70,000 70,000 70,000 


Income from Miscellaneous Sources 2,554 2,000 2,000 


Total General Income =. .ss-sne: $563,722 $567,500 $573,000 
Estimated etomper cacti edut oi wal iin amare annie aie 11,400 
FLOtal wanencters atte oeie Ce eae $563,722 $567,500 $584,400 
Contingent Income 
Seal’ Campatgic wit sctesirte cuter: emanate Meo eee 15,500 


From Special Sources 


Critts for thes Blind). cs ieee. $3,928 $6,400 $6,110 


Income of Funds for the Blind .... 1,915 1,600 1,890 
Applied from Reserves for Blind .. T1932 Seciccts: © teers 
Eiustonmiundetore me latesmarneciceete 9,832 31,461 10,000 


Total: not including Sales ..... $580,590 $606,961 $617,900 
Incomes fromisales) (U.S:)) seeeces hss 272,951 275,000 280,000 


$853,541 $881,961 $897,900 


Budget Estimate of Expenditures—1940 


For translation and revision of Scriptures and the plates 
OLITIEW, BVELST ONS mmeneteretstetets olenstenaterscctaretetetetetae lene t ot sietetet ave sone ste 


For the distribution of the Scriptures in the United 
States of America, including ten Districts, four Divi- 
sions, and five Depositories, covering expenses of col- 
portage, grants, promotion of distribution, offices, and 
supervision; work for the blind, grants to Army and 
INaviyseDIICESMDELOWarCOS Cateteievereleisiey clerclsiakceleneteinter elejeretetarevone 


For the twelve Foreign Agencies serving thirty countries 
covering colportage, expenses of other forms of distri- 
bution, grants of Scriptures, loss on Scriptures priced 
below cost to be within purchasing power of the peo- 
ple, printing and purchase of Scriptures; shipping 
costs, rent and office expenses; for grants in Africa, 
Europe, and Micronesia, and the indirect expense of 
Chie Moyea VHS caocooadonsougbanonObsoacooDDHoawON 

For general administration, including secretarial and 
treasury staff, publication of the Record and Annual 
Report, safeguarding of securities, pension charges .. 

For cultivation of donors, advertising, publicity, promo- 
tion of Universal Bible Sunday, proportionate share of 
expense of certain denominational benevolence promo- 
tion, and other items related to promotion and culti- 
NA CLOTLMTE Me rere cr a eUaNE ete c ceva ehoieictctetel stele ars lcuste sisversrave’sicieleia 


Contingent expense Seal Campaign ..............-...04. 


$22,200 


164,528 


243,795 


104,469 


67,408 
15,500 


$617,900 
For printing and publication in the United States of 


America (kept in balance with sales) ................ 280,000 


$897,900 
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Bush Aflame 


By C. E. Tweddell 


As with the warmth of springtime the bare 
branches of the redbud, or Judas tree, sud- 
denly burst into a blaze of pink blossoms 
which hide the wood with their glory, so do 
some lives shine with the life of the Lord 
Jesus. 


tricts of South China is the slim, quiet- 

faced tailor dressed in a long, blue cot- 
ton gown. His badge of trade is the small cloth 
roll containing his needles, threads, scissors, 
and wax. In every home he is needed to make 
summer and winter clothing and wedding trous- 
seaux. Here his meals are provided, with tea 
and sweets between, in addition to a meager 
cash wage. In the evenings, if not working by 
the dim light of one or more oil lamps, he often 
gambles. There is a high percentage of tuber- 
culosis and anemia among tailors because of 
their cramped labor in poor surroundings. Such 
a man was Liu Rang-shen. 


. FAMILIAR figure in the country dis- 


When not working in the country, Liu exe- 
cuted orders in his home at Tientsun in South 
Kiangsi. Picture the wide-open shop front and 
the lengthy, cloth-covered work table littered 
with a tailor’s necessities and partly finished 
garments. Liu, not quite twenty-three years 
old, sits huddled over a garment, pushing the 
needle along the seams with the aid of a brass 
thimble worn on the thumb. His pasty com- 
plexion and emaciated frame show the effects 
of chronic sprew. Despite his gambling and 
drinking, his mother is satisfied with having a 
son; for she says, “Does he not burn incense to 
the gods, and will he not perform my funeral 
ceremonies?” 


God had used a single copy of St. Matthew’s 
Gospel to save a dissolute farmer also named 
Liu, and a young idolatrous medium named 
Kuoh, At this time, about the year 1925, Kuoh 
led evening worship in his cousin’s shop. Among 
others, Liu the tailor dropped in occasionally, 
and their radiant faces prompted him to ask, 
“They say I have not long to live,—can your 
Jesus heal me too?” Unhesitatingly Kuoh re- 
plied, “Yes! If you wholly trust him, he will 


certainly heal you.” He then passed on to him 
the same Gospel of St. Matthew. 


When tailor Liu returned a few evenings 
later, Kuoh knew instantly the story of the 
changed face—the tailor was both saved and 
healed. Later, the striking change from the 
stumbling speech of the “stranger” into the lov- 
ing fluency of a member “of the household of 
God” caused the colporteur with me to exclaim, 
“His prayers are different. He has learned to 
pray!” He was baptized on December 2, 1928, 
and took his place in society as an open Chris- 
tian. 

A year or more later, because of the terror in- 
spired by the Communists, the Liu family fled. 
They gathered together their bedding, best 
clothes, silver wedding ornaments, some money, 
cooking and eating utensils, and several pounds 
of rice, put them all into baskets suspended 
from carrying poles, and trudged in the rain to 
the walled city of Kanhsien. 


Here they were welcomed by Kuoh, now a 
Bible Society colporteur. Liu often led eve- 
ning prayers at our West Street compound, then 
filled with many refugees. The daily singing, 
reading, and repetition of memory verses led 
six or eight others to profess faith in Christ. 

The tailor was later appointed gatekeeper. 
For over three years, in patience and tact he 
dealt with the refugee inmates, blustering sol- 
diers, and his hot-headed wife. At a table 
placed on the street outside the front door he 
sold a hundred or so Gospels nearly every 
month. 

One day a stocky man of thirty years of age 
picked up a book at random. Being at once in- 
terested, he sat down and read the first page. 
Then he looked at Liu with wonder in his brown 
eyes as he said, “I did not know there was such 
a book as this. Had I known it, I would not 
have spent my hard-earned three hundred dol- 
lars in printing and distributing Buddhist 
books, the best I knew.” That casual reading of 
a page of St. John’s Gospel from Liu’s table for- 
ever opened the windows of heaven to Mr. Yeh. 

But the whole country of Anyiian lay neg- 
lected. So, as the final, sober step of faith into 
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his God-appointed life work, Mr. Liu was en- 
gaged as colporteur on April 1, 1936. He was 
equipped with two kerosene cans enameled in 
blue and decorated with pithy gospel thoughts. 
The cans were fitted to carry about two hundred 
and fifty Gospels and a supply of tracts, besides 
his own Bible, hymn book, and change of 
clothes, and were suspended from his carrying 
pole. Colporteur Ch’iu and he started with 
prayer, and, after an almost breathless rush 
across the bandit-infested hills, they reached 
Anyiian; but the people were apathetic, unin- 
terested. A few days later, they met with a 
curious shortage of copper coinage, and as no 
one could or would buy the Gospels, they were 
much discouraged. Colporteur Ch’iu, instead 
of using his usual quiet faith and prayer, 
brought Mr. Liu back again, weary and sick. 
The trip was a failure. 


Two Chinese farmers discuss the book the 
colporteur has sold them 


After a rest, Mr. Liu had a month with Col- 
porteur Kuoh, whose more rugged faith and 
persistence encouraged him. He visited the 
homes and preached in the markets, until the 
books were carefully sold and left like living 
seeds in every corner of the district. During 
the nine months there he sold 6,540 Gospels and 
traveled 2,650 English miles. 


Mr. Liu then set out the second time for 
Siinwu, by a circuitous route, and during the 
month there sold 1,800 books. He was a refresh- 
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ment to the Christians in that lonely corner, 
and helped to prepare another colporteur for 
Siinwu and Anyiian. This freed Mr. Liu for 
work elsewhere, and after prayer he was sure 
of the Heavenly Father’s leading to go. 

So, in February 1937, having had a necessary 
period of rest after an attack of malaria, he 
commenced witnessing in the counties of Suich- 
wan and Wanan—also desperately needy after 
ten years of the utmost disorder. He spent most 
of the year in Wanan County, where the seeds 
of Communism had early produced an awful 
harvest of decapitation, free love, hatred, and 
violence. 

The missionary superintending his work 
there reported that “one of the many pur- 
chasers in a small river town, who bought a set 
of Gospels and Acts, was a shopkeeper, the local 
postmaster. Without any exhortation or expla- 
nation, the Word found lodgment in his heart, 
and had sprung up into eternal life. Imagine the 
joy of Colporteur Liu when, returning later 
through the town, he heard of this work of 
grace through his instrumentality.” 

A severe attack of dysentery then laid him 
low and compelled him to return home, bravely 
selling Gospels as he went. Several months 
later, the missionary wrote, “Today is bitterly 
cold, with our first taste of snow, but Mr. Liu 
left us this morning with a radiant face toward 
another week on the road.” 

The diary for April 1938 shows 22 days of 
actual Scripture selling, 1,104 portions sold, and 
273 miles traveled on foot! His entry covering 
the last four days reads, “Resting because of 
sickness.” Not long afterward he departed 
from this life, “to be forever with the Lord.” 

Ten years of faithfulness in life’s routine was 
preparation for two years of happy, fruitful col- 
portage work. In these two years he covered 
over 4,000 square miles of mountainous and hilly 
country, visiting at least 300 centers, often 
more than once, and walking more than 6,000 
miles. He gave to about half of the one million 
population at least one opportunity to buy a 
Gospel and to hear the message of life in Christ. 
He placed in heathen hands 21,000 Bible por- 
tions, and tens of thousands of Christian tracts. 
He gave up his home comforts, his health, and 
his life, that these might hear the Good News. 

As a fading blossom leaves behind the seeds 
which become the life stock of new bushes, so 
Brother Liu left behind thousands of seed pods. 
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Notes from China 
More Tons of Bibles 
EADERS of the Bible So- 
ciety Record will recall 
how four and one half tons of 
Bibles were delivered last June 
to Chungking, in “Free China,” 
by truck from the port of Hai- 
phong in French Indo-China. 
In spite of the closing of this 
entrance into China, another 
shipment got through. Secre- 
tary Lacy writes under date of 


October 25: 


You will be glad to know that we 
have just received a telegram from 
Chungking saying that one of our 
trucks has arrived there last week, 
and a further telegram from Kwei- 
yang announces that Mr. Rao has 
taken delivery of the second truck- 
load of books there, and is distrib- 
uting them to Hunan. We have 
authorized the first truck to pro- 
ceed to Chengtu to carry books to 
that provincial office, which is prac- 
tically out of Bibles and has been 
for months. I am hoping soon to 
have letters telling us the story of 
this second caravan. 
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“So many students . 


Yesterday was one of the most 
interesting days I ever had. So 
many students have come in to seek 
the Holy Scriptures. At least, I 
have dealt with twenty college boys 
of the various government universi- 
ties. As I looked into my invoice 
books today, I notice I have sold 
thirty-one copies of Bibles and New 
Testaments to them; and of those 
fifty copies of the English Bible 


No. 5000, at $1.20 per copy, which 
are on the way, almost all have been 
spoken for by these young people 
in advance. 

Four of the student leaders came 
to see me yesterday, asking if ar- 
rangements could be made for them 
to enter the Bible Class. They as- 
sured me that one dozen of them 
who have been to Christian schools 
are waiting to be baptized, and 
there are over one hundred of them 
eagerly waiting to receive Bible in- 
struction. 

I do not know how to describe to 
you the immeasurable opportunity 
that is before us. If I have a few 
hundred copies of these English 
Bibles, the No. 5000, I think they 
will soon all be in the hands of stu- 
dents. 


November Meeting of the 
Board 


HE seventh stated meeting of 

the Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and twenty-fourth year was 
held at the Bible House, Park Ave- 
nue and 57th Street, New York, on 
Thursday, November 2, 1939, at 
3:30 p.m., President John T. Man- 
son in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Mr. Harry Hodges. 

The minutes of the sixth stated 
meeting of the year were approved. 

The new General Secretary, the 
Reverend Frederick W. Cropp, D.D., 
was introduced to the Board. 

The minutes of the various stand- 
ing committees were approved, and 
their recommendations adopted. 

The name of the Siam Agency 
was changed to Thailand Agency. 

A grant of $750 for the publica- 
tion of the New Testament and 
Psalms by the Bible Society of 
France, and also a grant of 4,000 
French pocket New Testaments and 
3,000 copies of the French and Eng- 
lish St. Mark were authorized. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


December Meeting of the 
Board 


HE eighth stated meeting of the 

Board of Managers of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society in its one hun- 
dred and twenty-fourth year was 
held at the Bible House, Park Ave- 
nue and 57th Street, New York, on 
Thursday, December 7, 1939, at 
3:30 p.m., President John T. Man- 
son in the chair. 


Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by General Secretary Cropp. 

The minutes of the seventh stated 
meeting of the year were approved. 

Minutes of the standing commit- 
tees were presented and approved, 
and their recommendations adopted. 

The budget for 1940 as recom- 
mended by the Budget Committee 
was presented. Appropriations for 
the year 1940 were adopted, total- 
ing $897,900, not including monies 
received in foreign fields and there 
spent. 

Report was made of the twenty- 
first annual meeting of the Advisory 
Council held at the Bible House on 
December 6. 

A copy of the Mam New Testa- 
ment and of the Gospel of St. John 
in Cuyono just published were ex- 
hibited. 

The Treasurer reported the fol- 
lowing consignments to the Foreign 
Agencies: 


February Volumes Value 
Latin America ..... T2050 $6,165.61 
Bar) Bast 2 oes eee 25,898 1,432.79 

98,455 $7,598.40 

March 
Latin America ..... 15,096 $4,787.53 
Har East 22.2. secure 4 4.52 

15,100 $4,792.05 

April 
Latin America ..... 50,198 $2,754.08 
Bar SE as Gite, eis ners 3,799 1,416.35 

53,997 $4,170.43 

May 
Latin Americasecer 41,718 $4,034.78 
Philippines  )...-.. 12 21.32 

41,730 $4,056.10 

June 
Latin America ..... 86,943 $6,268.25 
Near. East Gekko cene 400 444.75 
Rare Hast ice 160 203.49 

87,503 $6,916.49 

July 
Latin America ..... 56,856 $1,217.13 
Rare Hast). .ccmcreee 1,630 346.77 

58,486 $1,563.90 

August 
Latin America ..... 64,065 $6,720.93 
Rare Bast’ fonweceter 2,673 796.88 

66,738 $7,517.81 

September 
Latin America... .... 5,871 $3,449 .64 
Par ast: “ecw 90 69.81 

5,961 $3,519.45 

October 
Latin America sre 6,878 $2,979.30 
Bar (Bast) .2. cee 99 213.83 

6,977 $3,193.13 


The issues from the Bible House 
during the month of February were 
558,612 volumes; March, 389,675 
volumes; April, 295,523 volumes; 
May, 299,427 volumes; June, 406,820 
volumes; July, 224,638 volumes; 
August, 260,222 volumes; Septem- 
ber, 412,915 volumes; and October, 
559,640 volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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Ler us tell you how you may have 
° Protection in old age ® Freedom from 
worry © A steady income ® Permanent 
satesfaction in the check that comes regu- 
larly to you as a holder of an Annuity 
Agreement of the American Bible Society. 


Such checks have been issued regularly 
for over eighty years... helping to bring 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Park Ave. & 57th St., New York 
Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62AB entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
Name. 
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In addition, there is the genuine sat- 


isfaction of taking part in the signifi 
security in spite of disturbing and _perplex- cant work of making the Bible more 
ing world conditions. 


widely available throughout the world. 


@ The booklet ...‘A Gift 
That Lives” . . . explains 
the plan, and tells you how 
you may help both your- 
self and a worthy cause, 


